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Tn The Claims 

The foJlowing is a listing of the claims with amendments, which aie presented in 
accordance with 37 CF.R- §1.121. 



I . (Currently amended) A system for effectuating electronic payments, the system 
comprising: 

at least one accoum system operated by a first instiiuiion. the ai least one account system 
maintaining a plurality of electronic payment accounts for a plurality of customer, of a Hrst 
bank, at least one of the pluraUty of customers having a demand deposit account at the first bank; 

a bank interface coupled to the at least one account system and coupled to the first bank, 
the bank interface transmitting and receiving financial inforraaaon related to the demand deposit 
account of the at least one customer and related to the electronic payment account of the at least 

one ^^T '^"-1 -T-'- "^^""H! ^V^^^"^ P-^>m^nT ixroMnr of th? ^ 

i^^^cf nnp c ^KTom^r fp^m rhe de q ^'^nrt ^pposir ^icn nmr of the at opc cwmw > and 

a cu:itomer interface coupled to the at least one accoum system, the customer interface 
providing an interface for the plurality of customers to the at least one accoum system, the 
customer interface accepting a command trom a first customer to transfer funds from the first 
customer's electronic payment account to an electronic payment account of another customer, the 
customer interface transferring the command to the at least one accoum system which effecmaies 
the commanded transfer of fnnf^- '' f fr^-^'^M ng rommanded tr»nsf^?r of 
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2. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1 . wherein ihe at least one account 
system autoroaucally funds the at least one customer's electronic payment accoum. 

3. (Original) The system as recited m claitn 2. wherein the at least one account 
system automatically funds the at least one customer s electronic payment account by 
withdrawmg funds from the at least one customer's demand deposit account at the firit bank. 

4. (Original) The system as i^ited in claim 3. wherein the withdrawal of funds 
from the at least one customer's demand deposit account at the first bank occurs in real lime. 

5. (Original) The system as recited in claim 3, wherein a balance of the at least one 
customer's electronic payment accoum triggers the automatic funding. 

6. (Original) The system as recited m claim 5, wherein if the balance falls below a 
Threshold balance the automatic funding is triggered. 

7. (Original) The system as recited in claim 2, wherein the at least one accoum 
system automatically fiinds the at least one customer's eleciroiuc payment accoum from a credit 
card account of the at least one customer. 

8. (Original) The system as recited in claim 2. wherein the at least one account 
system itutomatically funds a second customer's electronic payment accoum by requesting funds 
from a demand deposit accoum of the second customer at a bank dlfferem from the first bank. 
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9. (Original) The system as recited ro claim 8. further comprisiog an interface to the 
Aaiomaied Clearing House (aCH) system, wherein the request for funds from the bank Oiftereni 
from the first bank is transmitted through the ACH sysiem- 

10. (Original) The system as recited in claim I , wherein the at least one account 
system automatically sweeps funds in the at least one customer's electronic payment account into 
the at least one customer's demand deposit account at the first bank. 

1 ] . (Original) The system as recited in claim 10. wherein the at least one account 
.•iystem automatically sweeps funds as soon as they are received in the at least one customer's 
electronic payment account. 

12. (Original) The system as recited in claim 10, wherein the at least one account 
system automatically sweeps funds on a periodic basis. 

1 3 . (Original) The system as recited in claim 1 2. wherein the periodic basis is 
selected from the group of daily, weekly and monthly. 

14. (Original) The system as recited in claim 10, wherein the at least one account 
system automaticaUy sweeps funds if a balance in the at least one customer's electronic payment 
account exceeds a threshold. 
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IS. (Original) The system as recited m claim I. wherein the customer interface is 
branded such that it appears that the first bank is operating the system. 

X6. (Original) The system aSi recited in claim 1 . fintber comprising a secure 
connection coupling the bank interface and the first bank. 

17. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1 6, wherein the secure connection is a 
private network. 

18. (Original) The system as recited in claim 16. wherein the secure connection is a 
direct dial connection. 

19. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the first institution is a 
second bank. 

20. (Original) The system as recited in claim 19, funher comprising: a second 
accoum system operated by the second bank, the second account system maintaining a second 
plurality of electronic paymem accounts for a second pluraUiy of customers; and a demand 
deposit accoum system coupled to the second account system, the demand deposit accoum 
system maintaining a demand deposit accoam for at least one of the second plurality of 
customeis. 
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21. (Original) The sysiem as recited in claim 20, v^herein ibe secon4 account system 
is coupled lo tbe customer interface, the customer interface providing an interface for a»e second 
plurality of customers to the second account system, the cusion^r interface accepting a 
command from any of the second plariUiiy of second customers to transfer funds from a source 
electronic payment account in the second account system to a destination electronic paymem 
accoum in either the at lea^it one accoum system or the second account system, the customer 
interface iransfeixing the command to the second account system which effectuates the 
commanded transfer of funds. 

22. (Original) The system as recited in claim 21, wherein the customer interface is 
configured such that when any of the plurality of customei^i of the first bank access the at least 
one account system it appears that the first bank is operating the system, and wherein the 
customer interface is fijnher configured such that when any of the second plurality of customers 
of tiie second bank access the second account system it appears that the second bank is operating 
the system. 

23. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1. further comprising: a plurality of 
additional account systems operated by the first institution, each of the plurality of additional 
account systems corresponding to a respective one of a pluraUty of additional banks, the pluraUiy 
of uddiaonal account systems maintaining a second pluraUty of electronic payment accounts for 
respective customers of the plurality of additional banks. 
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24. (Original) The sysu;m as recited in claim 23, wherein each of the plurality of 
additional account systems are coupled to the bank interface, the hank interface providing a 
secure interface between demand deposit account systems at the respective plurality of additional 
banks and the plurality of additional account systems. 

25. (Original) The system as recited in claim 23. \vherein the customer interface is 
configured such that when any of the customers of the plurality of additional banks access their 
respective account system it appears that the customer's respective additional bank is operating 
the system. 

26. (Original) The system as recited in claim I , funher comprising an interface to the 
Elecurooic Funds Transfer (EFT) network, wherein the financial information related to the 
demand deposit accoum of the at least one customer and related to the electronic payraem 
account of the at least one customer is transferred over the EFT network. 

27. (Original) The system as recited in claim 26, wherein the financial information is 
the transfer of funds. 

28. (Original) The system as recited in claim 26, wherein the EFT network is an 
Automated Teller Machine (ATM) network. 

29. (Original) The system as recited in claim 26. wherein the EFT network is a 
network available for use by owners of demand deposit accounts. 
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30. (Original) The system as recited in claim I, ftirther comprising a customer 
directory, the customer directory containing an identification of each of the pJt^ty of 
c».iomers and a correspondence between the identificuuons and the electronic payment accounts 
of the plurality of customers. 

3 1 . (Origin^il) The system as recited in claim 30, wherein there are a plurality of 
identifications for each of the plurality of customers, and wherein the identtficauons include at 
least one email address for at least one of the customers. 

32. (Original) The system as recited in claim 30. wherein there are a plurality of 
idenufications for each of the plurality of customers, and wherein the identifications include at 
least one nickname for at least one of the customers. 

33. (Original) The system as recited in claim 30, wherein there are a plurality of 
identifications for each of the pluraUiy of customers, and wherein the identifications include a 
cell phone number for m least one of the customers. 

34. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1, wherein the customer interface 
comprises: a payment request module, the payment request module accepting a request for 
payment from a second customer, the payment request module communicating the request for 
payment to a third customer. 
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35. (Original) The system as recited in claim 34, funUer comprising: an email faciUty 
coupled to dae customer interface, wherein the request for payment is communicated to the third 
customer through the email facility. 

36. (Original) The system as recited in claim 35, wherein the request for payment 
relates to a potential payor that does not have an electronic payment account, and wherein the 
request for paymem is communicated to the potemial payor through the email faciUty. 

37. (Original) The system as recited in claim 36, wherein the request for payment 
comprises a link to the system, whereby the potemial payor can satisfy the request for paymem 
through the system. 

38. (Original) The sysieni as recited in claim 37, wherein the potential payor satisfies 
the request for payment by establishing an electronic payment account and making the requested 
payment from the electronic payment account. 

39. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1 , further comprising an email facility 
opeiable with the ctjstomer interface, wherein a customer desires to make a payment to a 
potemial payee, the poienual payee not having an electronic payment account, the emaU faciUty 
communicating the potential payment to the potential payee. 
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40. (Ori&inal) The system as iecite4 in claim 39, wherein the potential payment 
communicated by the email facility comprises a link to the system, whereby the poteniiul payee 
can lewieve the potential payment through the system. 

41. (Original) The system as recited in claim 40, wherein an electronic payment 
accoum is estabUshed for the benefit of the potential payee and wherein the potential payment is 
communicated from the customer's electronic payment account to the electronic payment 
account established on behalf of the potential payee. 

42. (Original) The system as recited in claim 1 , wherein a customer desires to make a 
paymem to a potential payee, the potential payee not having an electronic payment aceouw, the 
system liinher comprising: a potential payee electronic paymem account established for the 
benefit of the potential payee, wherein the potential paymem is communicated to the potential 
payee electronic paymem account: and a physical card linked to the potential payee electronic 
payment accoum, wherein the physical card is sent to the potential payee. 

43. (Currently amended) A system for effectuating electronic payments, the system 
comprising: 

an electronic payment account system operated for the benefit of a bank, the accoum 
system maintaining a pluraUty of electronic payment accounts for a plurality of customers of the 
bank; 

a bank interface coupled to the electronic payment accoum system and coupled to a 
demand deposit account system of the bank, at least one of the plurality of customers having a 
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demand deposii accoum mainiained in ibe demand deposit account system, the bank interface 
transmitUng and receiving financial information related to the demand deposit account of the at 
least one customer and related to the electronic payment account of the at least one customer JM 

1^.^., r... . ^.v^.mr vv<Te n, ftmrlint^ The elrrmnir p>.vmenT !^rCOml cf the It-jlST nflf r||Sromer 

frnm Th- jrn""^ 1frr^°" ^rmuux nf^t^^ f^r i^^gt cxi-ixc^ma: and 

a customer interface coupled to the account system, the customer interface providing an 
interface for the plurality of customers to the account system, the customer interface accepting a 
conunand from a first customer to transfer funds from the first customer's electronic payment 
account to an electronic payment account of another customer, the customer interface 
transferring the command to the at least one account system which effectuates the commanded 
transfer of fi^^^-^, ^ffrrtn^^j^f * of ih e ^ . ^mpanded tran<;Ter of ftmds inrlM^iinfi a PM>^hm^" 
fiiptj ^ rf> the glectr ^'^ir p-IYmf "^ "^^""TH Of ^1^^ another customer. 

44. (Original) The system as recited in claim 43, further comprising an interface to 
the Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) network, wherein the financial information related to the 
demand deposit account of the at least one customer and related to the electronic payment 
account of the at least one customer is transferred over the EFT network. 

45. (Original) The system as recited in claim 44, wherein the financial information is 
ihe transfer of fimds. 

46. (Original) The system as recited in claim 44, wherein the EFT network is an 
Automated Teller Machine (ATM) network. 
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47. (Original) The system as recited in claim 44, wherein the EFT network is an 
Amomaied Clearing House (ACH) network- 

48. (Original) The system as recited in claim 43, funher comprising a customer 
directory, the customer directory containing an identification of each of the plurality of 
customers and a correspondence between the identifications and the electronic payment accounts 
of the plurality of customers. 

49. (Original) The system as recited in claim 48. wherein there are a plurality of 
identifications for each of the plurality of customers, and wherein the idemifications include at 
least one email address for at least one of the customers. 

50. (Original) The system as recited in claim 48, wherein there are a plurality of 
identifications for each of the plurality of customers, and wherein the identifications include at 
least one nickname for at least one of the customers. 

5 1 . (Original) The system as recited in claim 48, wherein there are a plurality of 
identifications for each of the plurality of customers, and wherein the identifications include a 
cell phone number for at least one of the customers. 

52. (Original) The system as recited in claim 43, wherein the customer interface 
comprises: a payment request module, the payment request module accepting a request for 
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payment from a secoad customer, the payment request module communicatmg the request for 

paymcQi to a third customer. 

53. COriginal) The system as recited in claim 52, further comprising: an email facility 
coupled to the customer interface, wherein the request for payment is communicated to the third 
cusionaer through the email facility. 

54. (Original) The system as recited in claim 53. wherein the request for payment 
relates to a potemial payor that does not have an electronic paymem account, and wherein the 
request for payment is conmiunicaied to the potential payor through the email facUiiy. 

55. (Original) The system as recited in claim 54. wherein the request for payment 
comprises a link to the system, whereby the potential payor can satisfy the request for payment 
through the system. 

56. (Original) The system as recited in claim 55, wherein the potential payor satisfies 
the request for payment hy establishing an electronic payment account and making the requested 
payment from the electronic paymem account. 

57. (Original) The system as recited in claim 43. further comprising an email facility 
operable with the customer interface, wherein a customer desires to make a payment to a 
potential payee, the potential payee not having an electronic payment account, the email facility 
communicating the potemial payment to the potential payee. 
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58. (Original) The sysiem as recited in claim 57, wherein the potential payment 
communicated by the email facUity comprises a link to the system, whereby the potential payee 
can retrieve the potential payment through the system. 

59. (Original) The system as recited in claim 58, wherein an electronic payment 
4Ccoum is established for the benefit of the potential payee and wherein the potential payment is 
cotnmunicated from the customer's electronic payment account to the electronic payment 
account established on behalf of the poiemial payee. 

60. (Original) The system us recited in claim 43, wherein a customer desires to malce 
a paymem to a potential payee, the potential payee not having an electronic paymem account, the 
system further comprising: a potential payee electronic payment account established for the 
benejii of the potemial payee, wherein the potential payment is communicated to the potential 
payee electronic paymem account; and a physical card linked to the potential payee electronic 
payment account, whei^in the physical card is sent to the potential payee. 

61 . (Curreotly amended) A system for effectuating an elecifonic payment between 
a payor and a payee using an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) network, the payor having a payor 
account at a payor instiwiion and the payee having a payee account at a payee insiiwtion, ti^e 
sysiem comprising: 
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ajjayee Oireciory, ihe payee directory containing at least one jdemificaiion of the payee 
and a correspondence between the at least one identification and the payee account at the payee 
institution; 

a first software component coupled to the payee directory, the first software component 
accepting the at least one identification and an amount of the payment from the payor, the first 
software component generating a paymem instruction identifying the payee institution, the payee 
account and an amount of the payment, the first software componem funher conimunicating the 
payment authorization to ibe payor institution; and 

a second software component at the payor institution coupled to the first software 
component and coupled to the EFT network, the second software component receiving tite 
payment instruction and uansmitting from the payor instiiwion to the payee instirotion through 
the EFT network an EFT credit message representing a credit in the amount of the payment^ 
ir..,..minint. nfrhe EpJ^rt^dit mes s ^aft amntjntiny ta a niishint? of funds from ihC ViW^T tP lh£ 
pnvee . 

62. (Original) The system as recited in claim 6 1 , wherein the at least one 
identification is an enwil address for the payee. 

63. (Original) Hie system as recited in claim 61, wherein the at least one 
identification is a nickname for the payee. 

64. (Original) The system as recited in claim 61, wherein the at least one 
identification is a cell phone number tor the payee. 
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65. (Original) The system as recited in claim 61, farther comprising: a third software 
component at the payee instituuoo coupled to the EFT network, the third software componem 
receiving the EFT credit message and crediting the payee accoum in the amount of the payment. 

66. (Original) The system as recited in claim 61, wherein the first software 
component comprises: a payraem request module, the payment request module accepting a 
request for payment from a second payor, the payment request module commonicaung the 
request for payment to a second payee. 

67. (Original) The system as recited in claim 66, funher comprising: an email facility 
operable with the first software component, wherein the request for payment is communicated to 
the second puyee through the email facility. 

68. (Original) The system as recited in claim 66, wherein the request for payment 
relates to a potential payor that does not have an electronic payment account, and wherein the 
request for payment is communicated to the potential payor through the email facility. 

69. (Original) The system as recited in claim 68. wherein the request for payment 
comprises a link to the system, whereby the potenUal payor can satisfy the request for payment 
through the system. 
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70. (Original) The sysiem as tecited in claim 69. wherein xl»e potential payor satisfies 
the request for payment by establishing an electronic paymem account and making the requestea 
payment from the electronic payment account. 

71. (Original) Tlie system as recited in claim 6 1, funher comprising an emaUfaciUty 
operable with the first software component, wherein a payor desires to make a payment to a 
poienual payee, the potential payee not having an electronic payment account, the emaU facility 
communicating the potential payment to the potential payee. 

72. (Original) The system as recited in claim 71, wherein the potential payment 
communicated by the email facility comprises a link to the system, whereby the potential payee 
can retrieve the potential payment through the system. 

73. (Original) The system as recited in claim 72. wherein an electronic payment 
account is established for the benefit of the potential payee and wherein the potential payment is 
communicated from the payor's electronic payment account to the electronic payment accoum 
established on behalf of the potential payee, 

74. (Original) The system as recited in claim 6 1 , wherein a payor desires to make a 
payment to a potential payee, the potential payee not having an electronic payment accoam, the 
system further comprising: a potential payee electronic paymem account established for the 
benefit of the potential payee, wherein the potential payment is communicated to the potential 
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payee electronic payment account; and a physical linKed to the potential payee electronic 
payment account, wherein the physical card is sent to the potential payee. 

75. (Currently amended) A system for effecraating an electronic paymem between 
a payor and a payee using an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) network, the payor having a payor 
electronic payment account at a payor instimtion and the payee having a payee electronic 
paymem accoum at a payee instimtion. the payee further having a demand deposit account at the 
payee institution, the system comprising: 

a first processor generating a payment identification idemifying Uie payee instiiuuon. the 
payee elecuonic paymem account and an amount of the payment, the first processor fimher 
communicating the payment identification to the payor institution; aM 

a second processor at the payor institution coupled to the first processor and coupled to 
the EFT network, die second processor receiving the paymem idemification and conununicating 
ftom the payor insUtuiion to the payee inbtiiuiion through the EFT network an EFT credit 
message representing a credit in the amount of the payment , ., ihf romfntinicniipr ofth? PFT 
^^^r^y .^..<i.a^P >,>Tip..nri» ff p -.i piKhiTi'* nf f.mds from thf> Pilvor To Thy pavee - 

76. (Original) The system as recited in claim 75. further comprising a third processor 
at the payee instimtion coupled to the EFT network, the third processor receiving the EFT credit 
message and crediting the payee electronic paymem accoum in the amount of the paymem. 

77. (Original) The system as recited in claim 75. wherein the payee insiiraiion is the 
payor instimtion. 
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78. (Original) The sysiem as wciietj in claim 75, wherein the payor and payee 
electronic paymeni accoums iire demand deposit accounts. 

79. (Original) The system as recited in claim 75. fianher comprising: a payment 
request module operating on the first processor, the payment requesi module accepttng a request 
for payment from the payee, the payment request module communicating the requesi for 
payment to the payor. 

80. (Original) The sysiem as recited in claim 79. forther comprising: an email facility 
coupled to the payment requesi module, wherein the request for paymeni is communicated to the 
payor through the email facility. 

8 1 . (Original) The system as recited in claim 80. wherein the request for payment 
relates to a potential payor that does not have an electronic paymeni account, and wherein the 
requesi for payment js commuoicaied to the potential payor through the email facUity. 

82. (Original) The system as recited in claim 81, wherein the request for paymem 
comprises a link to the system, whereby the potential payor can satisfy the request for payment 
through the system. 
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83. (Original) The system as recited in cMm 82, wherein the potential payor satisfies 
me request for payment by establishing an electronic payment account and malcing the requested 
payment from the electronic payment account. 

84. (Original) The system as recited in claim 75, funher comprising an email facility 
operable with the first processor, wherein the payor desires to make a payment to a potential 
payee, she potential payee not having an electronic payment accoum. the email facUity 
communicating the potential payment to the potential payee. 

85. (Original) The system as recited in claim 84. wherein the potential payment 
cotnmtmicated by the email facUity comprises a link to the sysienx, whereby the potential payee 
can retrieve the potential payment through the system. 

86. (Original) The system as recited in claim 85, wherein an electronic payment 
accoum is established for the benefit of the potential payee and wherein the poiemial payment is 
communicated from the payor electronic payment accoum to the electronic paymem account 
established on behalf of the potential payee. 

87. (Original) The system as recited in claim 75, wherein the payor desires to make a 
payment to a potential payee, the potential payee not having an electronic paymem account, the 
system further comprising: a potential payee electronic payment account established for the 
benefit of the potential payee, wherein the potential paymem is communicated to the potential 
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payee electronic payment account; an4 a physical card linked to the potential payee electronic 
payment account, wherein the physical card is sent to the potential payee. 

88. (New) The system as recited in claim I , wherein the command from a first 
customer to transfer fimds from the first customer's electronic payment accoum to an electronic 
payment account of another customer includes a payee account number of the payee. 
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